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BISHOPS MEET IN DALLAS 


Fresh from the inauguration of President Bill 
Clinton and the scenes of Washington, D.C., the 
college of bishops traveled to Dallas, Texas, for 
their annual conference. The Annual Conference 
of Bishops for the Church Of God In Christ 
convened in Dallas, Texas, January 26 - 28, 1993. 
This is possibly the only meeting on the national 
church’s schedule that does not carry massive 
crowds and hype. The bishops leave their 
jurisdictions in order to share in fellowship while 
reviewing the varied issues, programmatic 
agendas, financial needs and any theological 
questions that need attention. Some bishops feel it 
is good for this highest group of leaders to gather 
without the issues and pressures they face daily. 

Bishop J.N. Haynes served as host prelate of the 
nearly 150 bishops in attendance, making the high 
ranking officials feel very welcomed. In the 
splendid community of Dallas, Texas, they 
labored in relative peace. The lovely atmosphere, 
tasty food, and generally quiet surroundings 
proved conducive for the gathering. Daily, their 
agenda was filled and the bishops used nearly all 
day to contemplate the many issues at hand. 
Bishops Sheman and Haynes put the red carpet out 
and the entire conference was characterized by 
work, style, grace and good Texas hospitality 


CRATE pane Ses PSE 


APRIL CALL 
ANNOUNCED 


...“And it shall come to pass that whosoever 
calleth upon the name of Jesus shall be saved.” 
Greetings to the Saints of God everywhere and I 
pray that God is blessing you in a Great Harvest of 
Souls! 

Our pilgrimage to Memphis, Tennessee, for our 
annual April Call Meeting is already upon us. 
Under the exciting and anointed direction of our 
leader, Bishop L.H. Ford, the Presiding Bishop of 

our Church, we have grasped the harvest challenge 
of this hour with renewed enthusiasm. The 
Church Of God In Christ is making a statement 
today in ministry to our young people through 
educational programs; to our seniors in the 


Bishop Herbert Williams preached a message which 
caused Bishops Porter, Sherman, Owens, and Ford to 
stand with encouragement. 


Much credit should be given to Bishop W.L. 
Porter, the conference arranger. 

Presiding Bishop Ford was the key note speaker 
at each session. The presiding officer recognized 
the jurisdictional prelates as his first line of 
support and that the college of bishops are highly 
productive and thinking individuals. The 
jurisdictional prelates are responsible to report 
back to the local churches, the program of the 
national church. Furthermore, the mobilization of 
the saints, pastors and auxiliary workers belongs 
to the jurisdictional bishops. This is the day when 
the leadership recognizes the financial, 
programmatic and ecclesiastical needs of the 
organization are growing. Bishop Ford and the 
General Board kept the delegates in session for 
hours attempting to deal with the important 
matters at hand. The conference was three days of 
high energy discussion and policy review. 
Chairman of the Board of Bishops, Bishop J.H. 
Sherman maintained an even flowing agenda 
fostering a sense of both labor and fellowship. All 
indications are that the many private sessions 


provision of housing; to the homeless and 
disadvantaged through the provision of food and 
shelter. We have reason to be Godly proud of our 
Church as a Church on the move for God. 

We wish to remind all credential holders who 


6¢The Church Of God 
In Christ is making a 
statement today in 
ministry to...9? 


afforded the bishops the necessary time to reflect 
and decide upon many issues. 

Support clergy and administrative aides were 
not allowed in sessions. The bulk of the activities 
conducted at the conference were done in private, 
for and by the bishops. A few bishops did inform 
The Whole Truth that many timely and vital issues 
were discussed. These same bishops indicated a 
“bishops letter” developed and distributed 
throughout the organization would serve many 
purposes. The college of bishops is a valuable 
asset. Their capacity to think through problem 
areas and provide solid situations is needed in 
today’s world. Matters of doctrine, interpretation 
of scripture, and creating ethical positions to meet 
the challenges of this day were central to their 


COGIC Bishops at inaugural gathering in office of 
Tennessee’s U.S. Congressman Harold Ford. 


suggestion of creating the bishops letter. “Position 
papers are useful and our board of bishops can 
provide an epistle and help guide the Church Of 
God In Christ in various ways,” said one delegate. 

Nightly, the delegation of prelates and their 
wives were invited to Saintsville COGIC. Bishop 
Haynes and his congregation served as humble 
servants of the Lord, and made certain that each 
delegate felt at home. Bishop Herbert Williams of 
Michigan preached the annual worship message. 
Saintsville was filled and overflowing. The 
worship service made the conference attendance 
figures speak even louder. The 1993 Bishops 
Conference was as well attended as any on record. 


registered in November to bring your picture 
badge and certified delegate card to be validated 
for the April General Assembly. Our chairman, 
Dr. Frank Ellis has an agenda of great importance 
for your consideration and each jurisdiction will 
be expected to answer the call with your 1993 
financial report. 

Finally, I trust that you are planning to join the 
Presiding Bishop and General Board for our post 
call meeting visit to the Lexington, Mississippi, 
school campus on Friday, April 16th. You will be 
amazed at what God has done. 

I pray that God will give you traveling mercy 
and a safe journey. 


In His Service, 


Bishop W.W. Hamilton, 
General Secretary 


_ EDITORIAL 
_ APPRECIATION 


Th must ‘ake time ee : 
give an editorial note of 


appreciation to a woman 
who has made a positive 
and timely contribution 
to the Church Of God In. 


Christ. The Whole Truth 
newspaper is the official _ 
- organ of the Church Of — 
| God In Christ and must — 
be written, edited and 


rinted monthly. In the 
aper, 1s hopefully, the 


_ ae and would fave made a cj peantial amount — 
- more. Pat stayed on to complete a certain 


development planned for The Whole Truth. 


- Well, she finally got an offer which the old 
_ move line explains too well, “an offer too good 
to refuse.” Of course, I encouraged her to take 
| it,but being noble has always been something 
_ T’ve attempted to on as a fundamental 
character. — 
Anyway, she i is giving up the long hours of 
working conventions, the endless boredom of 
_ mailing lists and being in my “Busy As A 
_ Beaver Company.” Certainly, every Church Of 

_ God In Christ minister has a chapter of this 

- company in his local church. And for sure, © 
those administrative assistants who work along — 
_ with them can feel the real agony that 
_ separating brings. Hey, good people are hard to ~ 
s. Pat Page poeee is . 


ind and a joy to know. 
the prototype of dedication. 


Office 
of the 


firesiding Bishop 


Dear Saints: 


Holy greetings in the wonderful name of 
Jesus! 

At this writing, men and women from 
around the country are volunteering their 
time and skills to help complete the work at 
Saints Academy and College. Because of 
your continued generous support, I am 
happy to report to you the progress that is 
taking place in Lexington, Mississippi. 

My heart was made glad when I saw the 
work at the Deborah Mason Patterson Multi- 
Purpose Hall in progress. The beautiful 
chandeliers are installed, the paneling has 
been hung, carpeting is being laid and the 
balance of the kitchens completed. 

The OQ. VY. Jones, Sr. Hall is totally 
refurbished and unbelievably beautiful. With 
exception of the furniture, it is ready for 
occupancy. 

Faith Hall is getting a much neeted 
facelift and the part done so far is very 
impressive. Just a few more improvements 
and it will be one of the most beautiful 
buildings on campus. 

In the days ahead, we are expecting to 
enlarge our ministries, and as we plan and 
work toward reaching the hopeless and 
helpless of the world, I urge you to lend me 
your support. 

As you know, our Annual Spring Call 
Meeting will be in session April 12-15, 
1993. I am asking “every” credential 
holder and layman to adhere to the request 
made of them. Some of you may be able to 
double your report. Your support is greatly 
needed. Remember, if every laymen gives 
their $12.00 donation, our work would move 
along much faster. 

Please continue to support as well as pray 


[ 


for the ministries of the Church as we 
continue to try and make a difference in the 
lives of our fellowman. 

As always, I appreciate everything you do 
to help with the work of the Lord. 


Twin girls, Taryn Marie (4.6 oz.) and 
Nichole Michelle (5.1 oz.) greet the 
world. The twins are the children of 
Bro. & Sis. Steven and Sharon Law of 
Baltimore, Maryland. The twins 
grandmother is Mrs. Sylvia Law, CFO 


of the Church Of God In Christ, and Sincerely, 
their great uncle is Dr. Frank Ellis, 
Chairman of the General Assembly. SA 
H. Ford : 
sane Bishop 


Church Of God In Christ, Inc. 


THE WHOLE TRUTH — 


The Whole Truth (USPS NO. 780340) i is Published Monthly except a Address all mail to: 
December and January for $.55 a copy, $6.00 per year, by Church Of God | | THE WH OLE TRUTH 


In Christ Publishing House, 291 Hernando Street, Memphis, Tenn. _ CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 
38126, Second Class Postage Paid at Memphis, Tenn. POSTMASTER: P.O. Box 2017, Memphis, Tenn. 38101 


Send address changes te ke Wiole Jute TO. pox 2017, Monabie. _ All church reports must be in by the end of each month. 


Tenn. 38101. 
Subscribe now — “The Whole Truth’’ — by mail to you: 


International Publishing Board eal Board _ 
BISHOP NORMAN N. QUICK _ BishopL.H.Ford ——*«|_—s“‘Name_— 
President, Publishing Board Bishop C. D. Owens Address 
» DR. DAVID HALL ~ Bishop C. L. Anderson oo . 
Editor, The Whole Truth Paper — Bishop J. Neaul Haynes oy pial Ae 


Bishop O. T. Jones, Jr. 
: Bishop P. A. Brooks _ 
Bishop C. E. Blake 
_ Bishop L. E. Willis 
Bishop R. L. Winbush 
Bishop L. Anderson 
Bishop I. Clemmons 
Bishop G. E. Patterson 


BISHOP L. H. FORD — 
_ Presiding Bishop, COGIC 
BISHOP C. D. OWENS 
_ Ist Assistant Presiding Bishop — 
BISHOP W. W. HAMILTON 
General Secretary COGIC _ 


: Subscription Rates: [J 1 year by mail $6.00. (©) Renewal 


$.55 per single copy everywhere in the USA. Let every pastor push 
the paper. Mail money order to: 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 
Church Of God In Christ Publishing House 
Dr. David Hall, Editor 
P.O. Box 2017, Memphis, Tenn. 38101 
All materials in this paper are subject to U.S. International copyright 


laws. No material in this paper can be reproduced without written per- 
mission from the editor. 


Agents must sell paper for cash and remit not later than 10 days. 
Return all unsold papers in 10 days. Remit by post office money order 
or express money order or by registered mail. We will not be respon- 
sible for money sent loose in the mail. 


CLERGY 
BUREAU 


Greetings: 


I trust that 1992 was a prosperous year for you, 
and that 1993 will be even better. 

We are busy preparing for another great year for 
our National Church. I am sure the reports are on 
our minds for the April Meeting. 

I would like to request of you to help us get the 
most out of our money for the benefit of the 
Church. It is costly when we don’t receive the 
correct information on your report form. You can 
help us by doing the following: 

1. Use the Official Financial Report Forms. 

2. Type all data correctly. 

a. Title: Bishop, Elder, Minister, Missionary, 
ele: 

b. Name: Where there is no middle name, 
please spell in full the first name. (Example John 
Jones, or James Jones - J. could be either, we have 
no way of knowing, when there are several names 
like that it is hard to find out which one you mean.) 

3. Position: Jurisdictional Bishop, Auxiliary 
Bishop, District Superintendent, State Y.P.W.W. 
President, State Sunday School Superintendent, 
State Evangelist President, State Y.P.W.W. 
Chairlady, State Sunday School Representative, 
District Missionary, Evangelist Missionary, etc. 

4. Address: Street, City, State and Zip Code. 

5. Amount paid 

6. Identification number 

If the above is done correctly, time and money 
will be saved and the Cards can be mailed out on 
time. We want to hear from you, if you paid your 
report and didn’t get your card. 

The 1993/94 Reports are due in April 1993 and 
we hope to have your 1993/94 cards in mail by 
August 15, 1993. The 1994 Membership Loyalty 
Cards will be in the mail by December 15, 1993. 


God Bless You, 
Clergy Bureau of Identification Staff 


THE 1993 NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS 

(To be Reported in the April-Call Meeting at Memphis) 
General Board Members 
Bishops (Foreign and Domestic) 
General Supervisor 
Jurisdictional Supervisors 
Administrative Assistants 
*President — National Missions Dept. .............ccecceeeeeees 500.00 
*President — National Music Deft.............csccceesseeesseee. 500.00 
*President — National Youth Deft. ...........ccceseseseseeeees 500.00 
*President — National Evangelist Dept. .............ccceceseees 500.00 
*Superintendent — National Sunday School Dept 500.00 
*National Sunday School Field Representative 
*National Youth Chairlady 
*National Elect Lady (Evangelist Dept..)...........ccccseseees 
*Vice President — National Music Dept. ..........ccscseeee 350.00 
*Vice President — National Missions Dept..............00+ 350.00 
District Superintendents 
Y.P.W.W. Presidents (Jurisdictional) 
Sunday School Superintendents (Jurisdictional) 
District Missionaries 
Y.P.W.W. Chairladies (Jurisdictional) 
Sunday School Representatives (Jurisdictional) 


Pastors 


Ministers (Licensed and Unlicensed) 
Evangelist Missionaries 
Lay Members 


*NOTE: These individuals will report amounts shown above in addition to 
reports made according to their regular credential holders status. 


CALLING OUR WOMEN 


Mother Mattie 
McGlothen 


HOLY GREETINGS TO YOU, THE SAINTS 
OF GOD EVERYWHERE! MY FONDEST 
REGARDS TO THE BELOVED JURISDIC- 
JTIONAL PERVISORS, ASSISTANT SUPER- 
VISORS, NATIONAL AND JURISDICTIONAL 
CO- WORKERS. 

Our God has blessed us to weather the winter 
storms in our lives and we are thankful. I am 


INAUGURAL 


An Inaugural Banquet honoring Bishop G.E. 
Patterson for his elevation to the General Board of 
Bishops of the Church Of God In Christ, will be 
held April 15, 1993, at 7:00 p.m. The event will 
take place at The Adam’s Mark Hotel, located at 
939 Ridge Lake Boulevard, Memphis, Tennessee, 
in the Grand Ballroom. 

Tickets are available ($50.00 per guest) at WBBP 
Radio Station, Chambers Gospel Center, Temple of 
Deliverance COGIC (Downtown and Whitehaven), 
and The Church Of God In Christ Bookstore. For 
more information call (901) 521-9160. 


extremely excited, absolutely, exhilarated and 
truly inspired for He has allowed us to enter into a 
new year. I am exceedingly grateful to have been 
spared, by the mercies of God, to have this 
opportunity to officially communicate with you. 
In this way, with enthusiasm and fervor, perhaps I 
may be able to stir your pure minds. 

A challenge has been set before us, by our 
honorable Presiding Bishop, Bishop L.H. Ford, 
who is giving the Church Of God In Christ ‘all that 
he has’, and doing an outstanding job, and we, the 
great women of our Church have always done a 
“bumper’ job. Therefore, with all my heart, I am 
diligently appealing to you to follow the trend of 
the past and let us rally with a 100% report. 

As you know, the Spring Call Meeting will be 
April 13-15, 1993, in Memphis. Following is: 
“The 1993 NATIONAL ASSESSMENTS” from 
the Office of the Presiding Bishop - (To be 
reported in the April Call Meeting). This is for the 
Department of Women. 


(See listing on page 8) 


BANQUET 


BIOGRAPHY OF 
BISHOP GILBERT E. PATTERSON 


BISHOP GILBERT E. PATTERSON is the 
founder and pastor of TEMPLE OF 
DELIVERANCE CHURCH OF GOD IN 
CHRIST now serving Memphis, TN, in (2) 
locations - Downtown and Whitehaven with an 
active membership of more than 4,500. 

Just to name a few of his many 
accomplishments, BISHOP PATTERSON is: 

(1) The founder and president of BOUNTIFUL 
BLESSINGS MINISTRIES which is heard 
nationwide on a number of television stations, 
including the BET network. 

(2) The Jurisdictional Prelate of the Church of 
God in Christ Tennessee 4th Ecclesiastical 
Jurisdiction. 

(3) The president and general manager of 
WBBP RADIO, a full-time gospel radio station. 

During his ministerial career, BISHOP 
PATTERSON has organized (7) churches in 
Memphis, Tennessee, Detroit, Michigan, Toledo, 
Ohio and Forrest City, Arkansas. 

In August of 1992, he served as guest chaplain 
to the UNITED STATED HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES. 


THE GOOD SAMARITAN 


(Personal Testimony of 
Missionary Geri Lewis) 


One day last fall, as I was getting together some 
of my late husband’s clothing, the Lord spoke to 
me saying: Take these shoes, boots and sweater 
and put them in the trunk of your car. I did as I was 
told. A few days later, I had to go on Grand River 
to purchase some items. As I walked toward the 
store, I noticed a middle-aged man. Ragged, dirty, 
and unshaven, with no shoes on and siting on the 
ground. He had cardboard tied around his feet 
with some cord. As I looked at this man for 
sometime, something started to stir within me, but 
I walked pass him without speaking. 

I purchased my items and walked out of the 
store. The man was still standing there on the 
cardboard. The Lord spoke to me and said, “Say 
hello to him. Tell him your name and remind him 
that Jesus loves him.” 

I did as I was told and the man said, “Hi,” and 
told me his name. I then asked if he would like a 
nice pair of shoes. He said “Yes. I haven’t had 
enough money in a long time to buy some shoes.” 

I asked if he would like to walk with me to my 
car to get the shoes or did he want to wait for me to 
bring them to him? He jumped up and grabbed his 
knapsack and off we went down Grand River. As 
we walked together laughing, and talking about 
the love of God, people moved out of our way as 


we approached them, looking at us as if we had 
some terrible disease. But I kept on smiling and 
talking about God’s goodness. 

We arrived at the car and I opened the trunk. I 
gave him the shoes, boots, and sweater. He asked 
if I was a Saint. 

“Yes,” I told him. “I’m a child of God and one 
of His servants.” 

Tears came in his eyes. “I once belonged to the 
Holiness Church, but I don’t know what happened. 
I used to love to hear the saints play the 
tambourine,” he said. 

I reminded him that God is married to the back 
slider and still loves him. “One day I’ll be back,” 
he said. 

I replied, “please don’t stay out too long.” I had 
some money in my pocket. I handed the money to 
Mr. J. and asked him to buy himself a good meal. 
I watched him put the on the shoes, with tears 
streaming down his cheeks. I thanked God for His 
goodness and drove away. 

I had a chance not too long ago to see Mr. J. 
again. He had a little stand with oil, earrings, fans, 
etc. He said he started a little business with the 
money I had given him. “I’m doing alright,” he 
said with a big smile from a clean shaven face. He 
said, “yes, God is good.” 


Submitted by Mother Mary Gullick 
Detroit, Michigan 


LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR 


Dear Dr. Hall, 


Holy greetings to you and all the household of 
faith. I spoke with you about my concerns 
surrounding the issue of our church organization 
being referred to as the largest black Pentecostal 
denomination in the world. May I just say at this 
time, if the highest to the lowest keep referring to 
the Church Of God In Christ as the largest black 
Pentecostal denomination, this is what we shall 
end up being, just one large black denomination. 

My prelate is Bishop Oscar Freeman of Indiana 
Southern Jurisdiction. He is from Oklahoma and 
is part African American and Indian. My pastor 
and superintendent is Elder B.T. Borroum who 
came from Mississippi and is a black man of God. 
I feel it vitally important that I share with you the 
quite diversed nature of the Church Of God In 
Christ. I myself am white. 

I was saved on the job under the teaching of a 
young black minister from Providence, Kentucky, 
named Stastus Hutcherson, who is now a pastor 
and ordained elder. My son Jerry graduated from 
Saints Academy with high honors and was the 
pastor of the O.M. Kelly Chapel. He met his wife 


6¢7 love this grand ole 
Church Of God In 
Christ. We have what 
the world needs...>? 


Jeanie Marsh, daughter of Elder Marsh of Flint, 
Michigan, while attending Saints. Jerry was 
assistant to Elder Donald Wheelock, and his wife 
was a secretary at Saints. My other son, Kirk also 
meet his wife Lily at Saints Academy. All of them 
helped keep and maintain the grounds of Saints 
before its closure. My wife, Sister Hargett, is 
Mexican and Indian, and I am of English-Irish and 
German heritage. Clearly, the main fact is that we 
are saved and know the Lord as our hope. 

I love this grand ole Church Of God In Christ. 
We have what the world needs and should not mix 
socio-political reference into our teachings. In the 
September issue of The Whole Truth, we were 
placed into a catergory with African Methodist 
Episcopal, Christian Methodist Episcopal, 
Baptist, and I don’t know what else. Most of us 
came from some of these denominations. Now it 
seems we are trying to mix with them? It will not 
work! We as saints of God need to take a stand just 
as Bishop Mason did, not only to help blacks but 
as the Bible says, all nations from one blood. If we 
have respect of person then we are committing a 
sin. We not only want to see black children do 
better, we want to see all children do better 
regardless of their skin color. I hope and pray I 
have not offended anyone, but we need to quit 
singing the song “Jesus Loves All The Little 
Children, red, yellow, black and white” if we really 
don’t mean it. 

Lastly, my pastor, Elder B.T. Borroum stood up 
in the Elder’s Counsel in Memphis, Tennessee, 
and told them about me, and suggested that we 
stop calling the Church Of God In Christ a large 
black denomination. I thank God for him because 
he stood up for the word of God, and not some 
feeling or personal racial prejudice. I want to 
thank God for the Church and my membership of 
over 21 years. Many told my pastor I wouldn’t last 
two weeks, but I did, and surely I’m COGIC and 
glad about it. 


Elder Jerry I. Hargett 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 


EDITOR ANSWERS 
BACK 


Dear Elder Hargett: 


Thank you for your thoughtful and well shaped 
remarks. Your love for the Church Of God In 
Christ and the saints is well reflected. I feel that 
you are genuine and have shared your honest 
opinion. I also know your son Jerry, and have 
always found him to be a saint and gentleman. 
Let’s address your comments. 

First, the Church is made up of many types of 
persons. All races and colors belong to this 
organization. We have proven to be a harmonious 
group of Christians. Our Church did not start as a 
black organization. Historically, the white society 
has made the color distinctions. When the leaders 
of the Church Of God In Christ did not succumb to 
white leadership in the early days, the die was set. 
The distinguishing point was our leadership, 
which was strong and self sustained by black 
preachers made this organization vital. This 
meant that White America wrote us off until 
recently. But then, the Church Of God In Christ 
appears on the world stage in 52 different 
countries and across the length and breath of 
America. Therefore, those persons who keep 
these type of statistics are amazed by our growth, 
wealth and capabilities. They purposefully 
footnote our contributions with the term 
“Predominantly Black,” and this is a signal that 
whites don’t have control. 

Second, consider that when a hand full of 
whites control a few thousand blacks, the entire 
congregation is submerged under the controlling 
white father figure in charge. In fact, totally black 
congregations with white leadership are never 
considered as black concregations. Blacks are 
always required and implicitly expected to 
submerge our energies, personalities and abilities 
under white leadership. Historically, the Church 
Of God In Christ did not submerge, and therefore 
whites make the color distinction readily. Last 
year, I was asked to write a series of articles for a 
national religious publication. The publisher 
listed the Church Of God In Christ as “Black 
Holiness.” He listed the Assemblies of God and 
other white denominations as “Pentecostal.” Of 
course, I corrected the reference because we are 
Pentecostal first and without any color distinction. 

We have never referred to ourselves as the 
Black Church Of God In Christ. History does 
record that in the early 1920’s, Elder Holt, a white 
German preacher left the Church Of God In Christ, 
Inc. and established the White Church Of God In 
Christ, Inc. Holt was our organization's first 
general secretary but social pressures and racism 
fromwithout the organization forced him out. 

Third, the articles in the past, associating the 
Church Of God In Christ with the Christian 
Methodist, the African Methodist and the Baptist 
was not a racial thing; neither a doctrinal matter. 
We are members of the Congress of National 
Black Churches. This Washington, D.C. based 
association pools the numbers, ministries and 
resources of these various church organizations to 
provide excellent urban ministry. The congress is 
a facilitator and structure that neither destroys the 
individuality nor character of the denominations. 
It promotes our abilities to address today’s social 
ills in unity and respect. Here again the distinction 
of black is a historical reference to the leadership 
of those denominations, and not meant to be a 
racial barrier. 

Lastly, take a composite photo of this Church 
and one would find a “predominantly black 
institution.” One pastor wrote me, and some have 
called who have some white members, and these 
addressed our blackness. Recently, the subject 
was the photo of the black choir on our Sunday 
School literature. Some blacks are so racially 
sensitive and insecure, that seeing a photo of 
smiling and beautiful black faces on our literature 
is upsetting. That day is past and black people are 
black without apology, reference or fear, we are 
simply black. In time, the issue of blackness won’t 
matter as attitudes change the world over. Maybe 
the inclusion of more white faces in our literature 
will help those who are concerned. For certain, 
when the larger white society stops seeing black 


Continued on page 8 


BISHOP O.T. JONES, 


JR. AND DR. DAVID 
HALL VISIT 

HOLY MOUNTAIN 
CHURCH OF GOD 
IN CHRIST 


Dr. Hall preached the mornin g service. 


The month of July, 1992 holds fond memories 
for one church family in New Jersey. 

Holy Mountain Church Of God In Christ 
located in Rahway, New Jersey, celebrated its 
Annual Scholarship Fund Day and a special 
historic Founder’s Day service. Dr. David Hall, 
editor of The Whole Truth newspaper, was guest 
speaker for morning and afternoon services 
(proceeds for the Scholarship Fund). Speaking 
under the anointing of the Holy Ghost, his themes 
were “I’ve Fallen And I Can’t Get Up” and “The 
Tree Is In The Water” respecively. 


6¢Ministering by 
precept and example 
Bishop Jones genuinely 
stirred the soul of every 
spirit-filled believer. 99 


General Board member Bishop O.T. Jones, Jr. 
was the distinguished speaker for the Founder’s 
Day service. Ministering by precept and example, 
Bishop Jones genuinely stirred the soul of every 
spirit-filled believer. Truly, our hearts yet “burn 
within us” as these ministers expounded the Word 
of God. 

A number of services at Holy Mountain 
COGIC have been focusing on expansion of 
church ministries and community outreach. 
Dedication of the new edifice took place March, 
1991. This church has been under the leadership 
of Superintendent Robert L. Bragg, who is pastor 
and founder. The Scholarship Fund (President, 
Michael Rampersant) has been organized 
approximately fifteen years and provides support 
to young adults in vocational and educational 
endeavors. 

The Founders’s Day service was coordinated by 
first lady Evangelist Gladys Bragg, who serves in 
several capacities of the church. Proceeds from 
this effort will facilitate on- going and future 
projects relative to church growth and expansion. 


Cynthia B. Bragg 
Director of Christian Education 


On the 27th day of September 1992, the Lockett 
Memorial Church Of God In Christ of Detroit, 
Michigan, honored two of the churches most 
valued members in the person of Father Cleveland 
Cole and Mother Occula Stenhouse Cole. This 
service was a beautiful and spirit-filled event. 
Many personalities of the city were there to 
appreciate this couple who has served the Church 
Of God In Christ for nearly 70 years in the music 
ministry. The program was in full array when the 
National President of the Music Department, Dr. 
Mattie Moss Clark made her arrival. The Bishop 
Earl Jerome Wright stopped by to greet the Cole’s 
for he has known them all his life. 

The Cole’s are blessed with three sons 
(Cleveland, Onque, and Clifton) all of whom are 
musically inclined. The entire family is in the 
music ministry at various churches throughout the 
country. 

Father and Mother Cole were favored to 
received a Testimonial Resolution from the Detroit 
City Council which reads as thus: 


WHEREAS: The Detroit City Council takes 
pleasure in sending congratulations 
to Father and Mother Cleveland 
Cole, Sr., as they celebrate their 
64th Wedding Anniversary, 
September 18, 1992 marked the 
anniversary of this union, and 

WHEREAS» Father « Cleveland Cole. of 
Oklahoma has been blessed with 
the multi-talented gift to 
proficiently playing 12 stringed 
instruments plus piano and organ. 
His musical instructor was the Lord 
Himself and Father Cole has 
inspired many other young 
musicians, and 


HONORED 


The Honorees 


WHEREAS: Mother Occula Stenhouse-Cole of 
Arkansas has followed in the 
footsteps her mother by learning 
the piano. Mother Cole played for 
the first organized choir in 
Arkansas where she was 
instrumental in taking one of the 
first choirs ever to sing at the 


National Convocation in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and 

WHEREAS: The couple met at a church revival 
in Hot Springs, Arkansas in 1928. 
Father and Mother Cleveland Cole 
were united in Holy Matrimony two 
weeks after their first encounter. 
For nearly 70 years Father and 
Mother Cleveland have served the 
Church Of God In Christ in the 
music ministry, playing throughout 
the country for great preachers, 
evangelists, and bishops including 
Bishop F.D. Washington, and the 
late Bishop C.H. Mason. NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT 

RESOLVED That the Detroit City Council 
hereby congratulates Father and 
Mother Cleveland Cole, Sr. on their 
64 years of harmonious marriage 
and nearly 70 years in the music 
ministry. The City Council wishes 
them the best of health and many 
more years together. 

This resolution was signed by every council 
member. The service was complete when our 
pastor the Elder Willie James Joshua gave 
beautiful remarks about the Coles and how blessed 
Lockett Memorial Church is to have them as 
parishioners. 


Sister Marie Patillo-Anderson 
Brother Cleveland Cole, Jr. 

Deacon Ronald “Chucky” Alexander 
Steering Committee 


THE WORKING OF 
THE SPIRIT 


Often times I wondered how people could know 
the working of the Holy Spirit, and how the 
POWER OF GOD would move mightily among 
the saints. Sometimes, through prayer, through 
praise and worship, and through the Preached 
Word of God. 

First of all, the Holy Ghost is the manager of the 
Church. He knows the set up of the Church, he 
knows the major points and minor points. He 
knows what the Church lacks, whether it’s 
nourishment from the word of God or a shower of 
spiritual rain from on high, or maybe there’s a 
healing involved, maybe someone wants to receive 
the Holy Ghost. Whatever the case or situation 1s, 
THE HOLY GHOST COMES TO DO A 
WORK!!! 

I listen to the saints of old talk about how God 
would shower his presence among his people and 
when the Spirit would begin to work, multiple 
miracles would happen. The saints would begin to 
rejoice ever more. It reminds me of the scriptures 
found in the fifth chapter of Acts, verses 12, 13, 14, 
and 15 which reads: “And by the hands of the 
apostles were MANY SIGNS and WONDERS 
wrought among the people; (and they were all with 
ONE ACCORD in Solomon’s porch. And of the 
rest durst no man join himself to them: but the 
people magnified them. And believers were the 
MORE ADDED TO THE LORD, multitudes both 
of men and women.) Insomuch that the brought 
forth the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds 
and couches, that at the least the SHADOW OF 
PETER passing by might overshadow some of 
them.” 

The people then HEARD the word, then they 
RECEIVED the word and because they 
BELIEVED the word, they came TOGETHER 
with ONE ACCORD and the HOLY GHOST 
began to work. And I believe with all my heart that 
the same Holy Ghost power...of which II 
Corinthians 4:7 lets us know, “But WE HAVE this 
treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the POWER may be of GOD, and not of US yet 


exist.” This same power is likewise working 
within us. The power is not in our know how or 
ability or wisdom, or our eloquent speeches as I 
Corinthians 2:4,5 bears out: “And my speech and 
my preaching was not with enticing words of 
man’s wisdom but in DEMONSTRATION of the 
Spirit and of POWER: That your faith should not 
stand in the wisdom of man, but in the power of 
God!!!” 

It makes one wonder: What would happen if the 
saints of God all over the world, all over this great 
nation, would come together with the oneness of 
mind, spirit, heart, and soul? Consider II 
Chronicles 7:14 , “IF MY PEOPLE which are 


6¢The Holy Ghost will 
make his presence known 
to God’s people. He must 
be welcomed and allowed 
free course. 


called by my name, shall humble themselves and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked 
ways: then will I hear from heaven; and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land?” 
Blessings, miracles, healings are WORKS OF 
THE SPIRIT and are conditional. Wouldn’t you 
say that it is time for Thee, O Lord to work? Let’s 
come together and say, “Lord, DO IT AGAIN!!!” 
Here are SOME FACTS ABOUT THE HOLY 
GHOST: 

1. HE’S a gentleman, he doesn’t come 
unwanted or uninvited. 2. HE’S a comforter (Acts 
9:31) 3. TEACHER (Luke 12:12; Acts 9:31) 4. 
EQUAL in authority with the Father and Son in 
water baptism 5. IS given to all believers (Acts 
15:8) 6. GIVES anointing and power (Acts 10:38) 
7. Can FALL on men (Acts 10:44, 11:15) 8. Can 


be POURED out (Acts 2:16; 21:10) 9. SENDS 
missionaries (Acts 13:4) 10. DIRECTS ministers 
(Acts 15:28) 11. APPROVES men (II Corinthians 
6:6) 12. COMMUNES with men (I Corinthians 
12:14) 13. INSPIRED the gospel (I Thessalonians 
1:5) 14. RENEWS men (Titus 3:5) 15. GIVES 
gifts (I Corinthians 13:14) 16. Men are 
PARTAKERS OF (Hebrews 6:4) 17. Can MOVE 
men (II Peter 1:21) 18. HELPS in prayer (Romans 
8:26) 19. Can be easily GRIEVED - In original 
Greek, the root word is LOOPA; to feel pain in 
body and mind. It means to suffer mental and 
physical anguish. 

The Holy Ghost is a person, or Paul would have 
not said, “Do not grieve the Holy spirit.” 
(Ephesians 4:30) The Holy Ghost doesn’t just 
hurt. Hurt operates at the level of the emotions. 
He GRIEVES and that goes much deeper. Not 
only that, but the Holy Spirit can be QUENCHED. 
The word means PUT OUT. Paul warned the 
church at Thessalonica, “Do not quench the 
Spirit.” (I Thessalonians 5:19) You can not quench 
the wind or other symbols, but you can stop a 
person. 

And in my closing, knowing about the 
workings of the Spirit, and then to know who he 
REALLY IS, one can say “HAVE YOUR WAY, 
Holy Ghost!” Then he will come in the midst of a 
service and provide ministry to our needs. 
Whether in a mighty rushing wind or a quiet still 
voice, the Holy Ghost will make his presence 
known to God’s people. He must be welcomed 
and allowed free course. Doesn’t the scripture say 
that where the spirit of the Lord is, there’s 
LIBERTY? Are we guilty of taking that liberty in 
our own hands? Remember the scripture 
Zechariah 4:6 that says, “Not by might nor by 
power, but by My spirit saith the Lord. Who said 
it? The Lord said it. So come on, enjoy the 
refreshing rain the Spirit gives and God will 
HEAL THE DROUGHT!! 


Submitted by: Evangelist Cheryl Fowler Reynolds 
Tabernacle Church Of God in Christ St. Louis, MO 


Saintsville Church Of God In Christ was filled for the 
worship service. 


Mrs. Vanice Edm 


aids and Vo Wnerwood 


enrolled the delegates. 
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Host bishop, Bishop J. N. Haynes introduces th 
chairman of the Board of Bishops, Bishop J. H. 
Shermon. 


Bishop Watson waits his turn at the hospitality 
gathering. 


The delegation of Bishops wait for the evening service 
to start. 


Bishop Ford discussed important business at a closed 
session. 
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SAINTS HONOR 
MERCEDE 
WILLIAMS REESE 


WS 


Mercede Williams was born in Miami, Florida, 
on June 15, 1920, to Arch and Daisy E. Williams. 
She is the second of five children, three girls and 
two boys. She moved to Gainesville at an early 
age with her mother and family. She was reared by 
her mother. She attended Lincoln High School. 

Mercede watched as the first Church Of God In 
Christ was being built on Columbus Street by her 
pastor, Elder Henry Williams, her uncle. She 
received Christ in her life at the age of eight at the 
Church Of God In Christ on Columbus Street, now 
7th Avenue. She traveled with Elder Williams and 
his wife Sally all over the state of Florida to 
conventions and revivals as churches developed. 
She is a person who loves to go and would travel 
with other preachers for revivals. She would be ill 
but refused to not go when it came time for revivals 
or conventions. 

Asa young lady, she was president of the Young 
Women’s Christian Council, Young People 
Willing Worker, a teacher of the Sunday School, 
and a program chairperson. Mercede was present 
when the founder of the Church Of God In Christ, 
Bishop Charles H. Mason, ordained her pastor, 
Elder Henry Williams to bishopric in 1953. 

In 1942, on November 22, she married Manuel 
Reese. On October 13, 1957, she was called into 
the ministry (Missionary), and her first message 
was from Psalms 37 on November 10th of that 
same year. She was secretary to District 
Missionary Natley Bryant and in 1955 was made 
chairperson and served until 1967. At the passing 
of Missionary Bryant in 1967 she became District 
Missionary. She has worked hard and faithful in 
this position for 25 years. She loves her pastors, 
members of the Gainesville, District, and the 
Superintendent. Mercede will periodically go to 
the churches of the district to see how they are 
doing, and do whatever she sees necessary to 
better her district. 

She serves as the State Young Women’s 
Christian Council President of Central Florida 3rd 
Jurisdiction as chairperson of the Program 
Committee. She is also a member of the National 
Evangelist Board. 

She currently serves in various capacities at the 
Williams Temple Church Of God In Christ, 628 
N.W. 7th Ave, Gainesville, Florida: 

Chamber Group, Y.W.C.C., Teacher of the 

Missionary Class in Sunday School, Teacher of 

the Senior Women Class in Y.P.W.W, Teacher 

of ages 45 years and up (female) in the Bible 

Band. 

In 1981, she fell ill while singing the song, 
“There’s Nothing Too Hard, Look At God.” She 
was admitted to the hospital and put into the 
intensive care unit because three (3) blood vessels 
had burst in her head, according to the physician. 
The doctor told Manuel and her nephew, Joel, that 
she would not make it, and if she did she would be 
a vegetable. But God prevailed and she has had 
complete deliverance. 

She has one daughter, Mercede R. Bass; two 
granddaughters, Beverly A. Butler and Peretta D. 
Hutchinson; three great- grands, Be’ Yunka, 
Dominique and Jacque; two sisters, Elizabeth 
Jones and Gussye M. Buchanan; one brother 
Henry Williams, two loving nieces and four 
nephews; and several great nieces and nephews. 
One brother-in-law, Joe Buchanan and a first God- 
son, Gregory Buchanan and other God-children. 


Submitted by Gussye M. Buchanan 


_* 


Several tragic things have happened to me 
during my forty-six years. 

At the age of sixteen, I had a big beautiful 
wedding and in three months, I was back home 
pregnant. My husband and I tried over and over 
again to salvage that marriage, but we ended up 
divorcing. We later remarried and divorced again. 
This time we stayed apart. 

Approximately one year later, I got married 
again; I eventually found out that my new husband 
was a gangster and a woman beater. When we lost 
our baby to “crib death,” he was in jail for 
aggravated robbery. When he got out of jail, he 
beat me with a piece of water hose. When I got a 
chance, I got away from him. Six months or so 
later, I lost my mother. 

When I let that funeral, I went berserk! I began 
to do all kinds of drugs; barbiturates, speed, acid, 
codeine, marijuana, and heroin. I sold heroin, and 
when I couldn’t get an honest opinion from my 
“tester”, I would test it myself. I “burned” my 
veins out by shooting the barbiturates (Tuinals & 


“I'M BLESSED! 


house and became obsessed again.... In January 
1990, I was hospitalized for insomnia, 
hallucinations, split personalities, and other 
mental disorders; all of which were crack related. 
I was there eight days. When I got out, I drove 
straight to the crack house. I began “renting” out 
my car, running all night smoking until I was limp, 
listless, tired, depressed, and without a car. This 
went on for several months. I would do crack for 
2-3 weeks at a time, then clean out my system for 
a month or two and then go right back into the 
crack world. 

I had been clean for a little while, then on 
October 7, 1990, (this was on a Saturday...that 
following Monday I was supposed to have an 
interview at a major hospital, go into a new 
outpatient program and move into a better 
environment) I decided I would have “my last 
fling.” 

That day, I went and picked up my “play 
money,” went around the corner and ran into my 
former Pastor and one of the sisters from the 


“Crack » espec ial ly ’ is demonic and 


very dangerous and will destroy 


anybody’s life. 


But I know that 


nothing or no one is more powerful 


than God.» 


Seconal), and the few good veins I had left I 
destroyed them with a couple of suicide attempts 
(by cutting the arteries and veins with a razor 
blade). I overdosed at least seven times mainly on 
barbiturates. I was pronounced “Dead On Arrival” 
twice and I was turned into Missing Persons 
Bureau twice. I was hit by a pick-up truck going 
over 50 MPH (I was a pedestrian) and I came out 
of it with no broken bones. I was left for dead at 
least three times - twice in a vacant house, and 
once ina ditch! I was in and out of either jail or the 
hospital numerous times. 

After approximately eleven years of this 
madness, I straightened up my life quite a bit. In 
1982 I became a certified nurses assistant. In 1984 
I received my certificates for Medical Assistant 
and Phlebotomy. 

I moved from Fresno to San Jose. It was then 
that I started using cocaine in “moderation.” In 
1987 I began to smoke crack, this was the 
beginning of a new hell. I began to run with my so- 
called “friends.” I allowed myself to be evicted 
from my house because I “smoked up my rent 
money.” In 1988 I literally lived on the streets, 
slept in abandoned cars, and/or empty houses, 
resulting in an eight day hospitalization with 
pneumonia, dehydration, and malnutrition. I 
weighed 99 pounds, my body had no potassium or 
magnesium present in it. I looked like walking 
death! 

You would think that I had learned my lesson, 
but no, as soon as I got out of the hospital, I went 
out and smoked more crack. I became somewhat 
more interested in my appearance, and I went for 
free meals that they gave street people or hungry 
people; plus I stopped staying on the streets... was 
living in a shelter. 

On Sunday, September 3, 1989, I walked into a 
church off the street, I stated that I was tired. I left 
the church with the pastor. Two weeks later, I got 
a job. One month later, I was working two jobs. 
Six weeks later, I resigned from one of those jobs 
- so up until December 1989, I worked as a 
Dialysis Technician and a cashier. In my success, 
I failed to assemble myself with the church. I 
became materialistic and had the attitude that God 
understood how much I had “missed out on” 
during my crack days. Then in December of 1989, 
I allowed the devil to escort me back to the crack 


church. They talked to me for about 45 minutes 
about giving my life to God and complimented me 
that I looked much better. I could hardly wait until 
they left! When they finally left, I went and bought 
some crack and climbed into a van and began 
smoking with some others. It was early in the 
evening and this went on for hours. 

Finally when I was broke and tired, I was on my 
way to see a friend where I had lived before. He 
wasn’t home. This 15 year old came up to me, he 
spoke to me and asked me why I was there; he had 
a .22 caliber rifle. He asked me if I believed he’d 
shoot. ( knew he was going to shoot me) I replied, 
“ves, but why?” He aimed at me, he was about 
three to five feet away, I put my hands over my 
face. He told me to move my hands, so I turned 
away from him. Then, just as I was turning to see 
where he was, I felt the bullet enter my right cheek 
and the left side of my face felt hot. I took off 
running, I glanced back and he was cocking the 
rifle again - I kept running, I came to a fence, I 
climbed the fence and beat on someone’s 
door...help came. 

After I was shot, my daughter and son-in-law 
came and got me. They are living a saved life, but 
even in that spiritual environment the devil was 
still trying to pull me to him again — but in 
November I turned my life over to God. Today I 
am SAVED!! 

The Lord had healed me to the point where I 
need no surgeries. The bullet tore the roof of my 
mouth open, went through my nasal membranes 
and is still lodged in the cavity of my left eye. 
Jesus is so real...the tracheotomy is closed, the 
hole in the roof of my mouth is just about closed; 
and on April 28, 1991 on “K” Street, I was filled 
with the Holy Ghost! Only God was able to turn 
my life around and help me to reach this point. 

Drugs are dangerous and do not care who they 
destroy. I am a Holiness Preacher’s daughter, my 
Mother was a Missionary. Crack, especially , 1s 
demonic and very dangerous and will destroy 
anybody’s life. But I know that nothing or no one 
is more powerful than God. Get on the Lord’s side. 
You may not be as fortunate or as blessed as I am. 
I am one of the very, very, blessed ones. Thank 
God!!! 


Verna Dread 


OBITUARY 


Thou are gone to the grave; but we will not 
deplore thee, since God has they ransom, thy 
guardian, thy guide; He gave thee, He took thee, 
He will restore thee, for death has no sting since 
the Savior died. 

Glen Washington, Jr. was born on August 6, 
1924, to the late Mr. and Mrs. Rosa and Glen 
Washington, Sr. in Pallard, Alabama. To this 
union were born five children. He was the younger 
of the five. Two sisters and one brother preceded 
him in death. 

Glen Washington attended Pallard High School 
in Pallard, Alabama. 

In 1943, Glen Washington volunteered to serve 
in the United States Navy, where he received an 
honorary discharge. He left the military service to 
serve the Lord. He received Christ at an early age. 

At the age of nineteen, he joined the Church Of 
God In Christ in Mobile, Alabama. Under the 
leadership of the late Pastor Allen he was saved, 
sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost. 

On July 30, 1949, he was united in holy 
matrimony to Florella Ivy. 

Elder Washington “left this world” and entered 
into the rest of the Lord on Friday, October 23, 
1992, at approximately 1:15 P.M. 

He leaves to cherish his memory a loving, ever- 
devoted wife of forty-three years, Mother Florella 
Washington; one daughter, Classea Brought of 
Pensacola, Florida; ten grandchildren, six great- 
grandchildren; one sister, Julian Porterfield; one 
brother-in-law, Jessie Porterfield of Bruton, 
Alabama; one brother-in-law and sister-in-law, 
Bill and Sadie Ivy of Compton, California; special 
niece, Claudistine Ivy; god-daughter, Addie Smith 
and a host of special nieces, nephews, relatives and 
dear friends, especially the Grater Holy Temple 
Family. 

Goodnight dear one. The day has ended, the 
night has come. Time is now eternity. Our Lord 
grant peace and rest to thee. 


EDITOR ANSWERS BACK 


(Continued from page 4) 


when the larger white society stops seeing black 
and makes it unnecessary for blacks to create 
solidarity, then we won’t have to address our 
nature so readily. Truly I agree with you Elder 
Hargett, being saved and loving God are the vital 
things. Until then, I hope that nothing anybody 
says will cause harm to the growing constituency 
of whites in our churches. Those who live in 


DO YOU KNOW 
THIS PICTURE? 


A group of scholars is studying the role this 
image and others by the artist Warner Sallman 
(including Christ at Heart’s Door, The 23rd Psalm, 
and Christ in Gethsemane) have played in the lives 
of Christians. Do Sallman’s pictures hang in your 
home, school or church? What has the imagery 
meant for your devotion, worship, prayer, family 
or friends? Please send any response to: 


David Morgan 
VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY 
Campus Box 55 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 


Thank you. 


remote areas of the country where few blacks live, 
are possibly more sensitive than most. We will all 
be on equal footing with you sooner or later, that 
is, when whites stop seeing black and blacks don’t 
over react to the notice. Remember, the Church Of 
God In Christ has always preached Christ, and that 
is enough. Our message comes from black faces 
to black congregations by and large; but is a 
Christian message, race free and a color blind 
gospel. 
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